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The mission of our church is to raise up disciples of Christ through love, service, and example.

My Word
Father, forgive me...

JUNE 4TH PICNIC
It is time to pull out the ice cream freezers again
and welcome summer back. On the first Sunday in
June, Family Ministries and the Children’s Education Department will host a cookout behind the
church, next to the garage. They will provide hot
dogs and burgers. Members are asked to bring the
side dishes and desserts.
Families are also invited to bring horseshoes, kites,
whiffle ball and Frisbees. Food and fun will begin
at 11:30.

The new priest was nervous about hearing his first confessions, so he asked an older priest to
sit in. After hearing a couple of confessions, the experienced priest invited him out of the confessional to offer a couple of suggestions.
“First”, he said, “try crossing your arms over your chest and rub your chin with one hand, like
this.”
The young priest practiced for a moment and said, “Okay, I can do that. What else?”
The older priest suggested, “Try saying something like, ‘I see,” ‘yes, go on,’ ‘I understand,’ and
‘how did you feel about that?’”
The new priest practiced each one, trying them out until he felt comfortable. Then the older
priest observed, “Now don’t you think that’s a little better than saying, ‘Whoooa) What happened
next?’”
No doubt you have heard that, confession is good for the soul. That is true in more ways than
you might think. Sharing your concerns, asking for forgiveness and talking out your fears are ways
of reducing the burden you carry. A counselor might tell you that such expression is cathartic, both
healing and cleansing to the soul.
Confession is also a way of saying that we cannot cope with these burdens alone. We need
someone to help us bear our sins. Protestants no longer believe it is necessary to confess sins to
an intermediary. Many Christians ask if we even need to confess our sins at all. Since confession
is our personal acknowledgment that we have sinned, then the answer is yes. However, it’s wrong
to think that we make God forgive us when we confess. No, we don’t have that kind of control over
God.
Mark tells about a day that Jesus forgave the sins of a man:
5

When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, ‘Son, your sins are forgiven.’ 6Now some of
the scribes were sitting there, questioning in their hearts, 7‘Why does this fellow speak in this way?
It is blasphemy! Who can forgive sins but God alone?’ Mark 2:5-7.
When Jesus forgave the paralytic, the priests were certain that he was overstepping his bounds
but since Jesus came, we all have access to God and the assurance of God’s forgiveness.
I’ll see you in church this Sunday,
Rev. Gene Gurley

Attendance

Liturgists

May 7
Sunday School
71
8:30am Worship 43
10:30am Worship 110
May 14
Sunday School
64
8:30am Worship 33
10:30am Worship 131
May 21
Sunday School
62
8:30am Worship 36
10:30am Worship 114
May 28
Sunday School
56
8:30am Worship 39
10:30am Worship 76

June 4
8:30 W. Wall
10:30 G. Sadler
June 11
8:30 A. Daze
10:30 H. Theaker
June 18
8:30 V. Riddle
10:30 R. Sweazea
June 25
8:30 R. Jones
10:30 M. A. Leib

STAFF CHANGES
We are pleased to make the following announcements of changes in the staff at First, Gatesville.
Several months ago, both Jennifer Wood and Ann
Longoria announced their decisions to resign.
Ann’s full time job was placing demands on her time
that made it difficult to spend time with the youth.
She deeply regrets not being able to continue with
the ministry she loves. Jennifer and her family are
preparing for a once in a lifetime adventure of traveling across America for a year or longer.

She brings to the position her love of crafts, sewing
and cooking, in addition to here love of children.

Lauren Sullins Seymour has taken Jane’s place
as the supervisor of the nursery. Lauren has been a
member of Gatesville, First since 1998. This is not
her first time in the nursery as she worked there
when she was in high school. Lauren is married to
James and has two of her own children in the nursery, Hudson and Brooks. In addition to being a long
time member of the church, Lauren is a former
teacher at Gatesville ISD. She brings a strong love
Jane Harvey has already assumed the duties of of children with her to the position.
the Children’s Education Director, she will work
The Youth Council is team of volunteers that will
along side Jennifer through VBS this month. Jane
take Ann Longoria’s place. This approach has been
is married to Ricky, whom you would see taking
tried and proven successful here before. The councare of the building if you were here at 2:00 in the
cil will meet periodically to discuss curriculum, activimorning. They have been members since 2000.
ties and to head off any problems. Currently the
Jane has been the Nursery Supervisor for several
council is made up Mary Minshew, Jackie Williams,
years. She will be working with the elementary chilLute Sullins, Ann Longoria, Tabitha Grace and Pasdren who already know and love her. For the past
tor Gene. The team provides maturity, youthfulness
four years, she has played with them; wiped their
and experience. They have already met once and
tears, fed them, and read Bible stories to them.
have exciting plans for the summer. Please welShe is excited about this next chapter in her life.
come these new faces in new places.

Dad
We’ll always remember that special smile, that
As you all know, since my stroke, I haven’t been caring heart, that warm embrace you always gave
able to write with my right hand. Therefore, I us. Your being there for Mom and us through
want to personally thank each and everyone of good and bad time, no matter what. We’ll always
you with this poem in tribute to my father.
remember you Dad because there’ll never be
another one to replace you in our hearts, and the
Debbie Ament
love we always have for you.
Anonymous
from D. Ament

Prayer Concerns
Angie Alhf
Susan Archie
Karen Arnold
Charlotte Azen
Tristen Campbell
Bobby Cole
Cindy Gerdel
Linda Hayes
Phyllis Head
Kip Huertz
Deborah Jones
Peyton Jones
Mr.& Mrs. Krumlauf
Savana Lewis
Ollie Loggins
Jacquie Machura
David McAlphine
Tammy McHargue
Lilly Paxton
Michael Prosser
Karen Reaves
Tookie Schamber
Bob Self
Casey Shirley
Stan Sugg
Tom Theaker
Linda Ussery
Mr. & Mrs. Wagner
Tina Whites
Jeff Wright
Our President
Our Pastor

Birthdays
1
2
2
4
4
6
6
6
7
10
10
12
12
13
14
14
15
16
19
19
20
21
21
21
24
28
29
30
30

Richard Mackay
Kelli Patterson
Timothy Thompson
Kathy Lee
John Westbrook
Reese Mundkowsky
Kevin Walters
Charla Huse
Chloe Weihausen
Samantha Aguilar
Misty Smith
Kolton Briley
Rob Brown
Nancy Peevey
Alisa Gregory
David Miller
Lute Sullins
Pat Henson
Courtney Bryson
Helen Gonzales
Emily Soltow
Bill Ashcraft
Paul Kemp
Carson Necessary
Mary Tipton
Riley Grace
Grant Sullins
DeDe Powell
Sherri Young

Military
Brandon Durham
Shane Clark
Tom Cushing
John Decker
Dylan Hartmann
Robert Miller
Larrett McCoy
Matt Mohler
Joe Patterson
Anthony Pemberton
Fredrick Ralls
Stephan Sowders
Jeron Tarpley
Eric Ward

Memorials
MARTHA A. DONALDSON
Bob & Carolyn Brown
PAUL MAXWELL
Rex & Charla Huse
Kenneth & Velva Riddle
NATHILE IVY
Rex & Charla Huse
Ronnie & Sharon Sullins
DeDe & Dina Powell
JERRY HOSEK
Kenneth & Velva Riddle
DeDe & Dina Powell
BILLY DON SHIRLEY
Kenneth & Velva Riddle
Bob & Carolyn Brown
JACK NICHOLS
DeDe & Dina Powell
HORACE KNIGHT
DeDe & Dina Powell
DORIS RHOADS
DeDe & Dina Powell

We want to thank the
members of our wonderful church family for your
remembrance of us during my recent health
problems.
Your cards,
calls, get well wishes,
flowers and visits meant
so much. The beautiful
shawl was, and still is, a
reminder of your prayers,
and were so appreciated.
Bill & Ollie Loggins
Thank you all for everything you’ve done for me
and Seth ever since we
walked
through
the
church doors many years
ago. Not only has it been
a great church but the
church and the people in
it have grown Seth and
me closer to God.
Ty and Seth Jordan

OUR NEWEST MEMBERS

Get Well
BOB SELF
Kenneth & Velva Riddle

Robert & Alvia Lind

Wesley Reay

LINDA HAYES
Kenneth & Velva Riddle
CINDY GERDEL
Kenneth & Velva Riddle

Harvest Festival
November 4, 2017

Mark & Donna Vinson

Christina Graham

Please take time to welcome these newest members to
our church family at FUMC, Gatesville.

Upcoming
Events
K-6 COMBINED SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL
Mrs. Jane, Mrs. Amanda & Mrs. Jackie
Bible stories each week:
June 4 – Gideon
June 11– Samson
June 18 – Ruth and Boaz
June 25 –Eli and Boy Samuel
rd

(4y-3 grade) CHILDREN’S CHURCH
Jane Harvey & Jennifer Wood
Bible Stories each week:
June 4 – Seed Time
June 11 – Plants Need Sunshine
June 18 – Plants Need Rain
June 25 – A Time to Harvest

VBS TIME!!! WooHoo!

Paul and the
Underground
Church!
June 26-30
5:15pm – 5:30pm Dinner
5:30pm – 7:30pm VBS:
Games, Music, Crafts,
Lessons & FUN!
Bring a Friend!
Pool Party June 30 from
6-8pm at the city pool!
Come early on June 26 to get
through registration!

June 7

Carleen Bright Arboretum to hear the Morticians.

June 15

Game Night @ Dairy Queen — 6:30 p.m.

HONORING FATHERS BANQUET
The Community C.A.F.E. is hosting an evening for the men of the church on Fri., June 16
at 6:00 p.m. Fathers (or anyone who has a
father) is invited to attend. The Junction on
36 will offer a choice of lemon chicken or
hamburger steak, served with potatoes,
grilled vegetable, salad and dessert. The music will be provided
by Robert Fowler and Alan Weihausen will be the guest speaker. The tickets are $10 per person. You can pick them up from
Ruth Jones or at the church office during the week. This event
is open to the entire community.
WEEKLY HOLY COMMUNION
At the conclusion of the recent study of the book, Shift, one Sunday School class asked if communion could be served every
Sunday. It would be difficult to add it to the order of worship
each Sunday, but Holy Communion is now available 15 minutes
before and after worship each week. The bread and juice will be
laid out on a table in the front of the sanctuary. They will have
been consecrated and anyone who wishes to take communion
may do so. If you have any questions about communion, please
ask the pastor.

ONLINE GIVING
Now, you can
make donations
to the church using a check or
credit card online.
Through an agreement with Vanco
Payment Systems, anyone can pay
their tithe, make a memorial offering,
buy flowers or even pay the Fitness
Center dues electronically. You can
even set it up to automatically charge
your account every month, to pay
your pledge. All you have to do is go
to
the
church
website
at
fumcgatesville.org and click on
the link that says “Online Donations”.
It is fast, safe and secure. If you
don’t have a computer, Barb can set
it up to debit your account monthly.
You can call Barb at 865-2520 for
more information.
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
The United Methodist Women will
meet Tuesday, June 6, at 5:30 p.m.
in the Banquet Room. Debbie Martin
will present the program " Take Authority" from the program book "The
Bible and Human
Sexuality - Claiming
God's Good Gift."
Hostesses are Mary
Anne Leib and Ollie
Loggins. All women
are invited to join us.

TRUSTEES UPDATE
Even though you can’t see it, work is still in progress on The Columns Project and a Landscaping Master Plan. Bids are still being sought for the cleaning, maintenance and painting of the two columns in
front of the church. Unfortunately, the contractors we’ve talked to have been slow to respond and don’t
seem interested in doing the work. Unless they change their minds, we will
have to look outside of Gatesville to find the contractors.
Welcome our newest acolytes Sean Aguilar, Clayton Gregory, Natalie Fast, Layla Thompson, Barrett
Boyd, and Zoee Gribble. Acolytes not pictured are Kason Bankhead and Madeline Fast. If you know a
middle school student who would like to acolyte, contact Jane Harvey to learn how to receive training.

The landscaping project is progressing nicely. Church members will receive copies of the plan and information about donating in the next couple of
weeks.
In other areas, our new trees are thriving thanks to Doug Peevey’s faithful
watering and the outdoor direction signs are being repainted this week. Stay
tuned for further updates.

Sunday
Evenings
5:30 p.m.
YOUTH MISSION CAMP
Join the youth of First United Methodist Church of
Gatesville for a week of helping others, making friends,
and having fun! Participants will use hands-on service
and leadership activities to learn more about their community and those in need. Youth will learn about a service activity each day which will be followed by going into
the local community to give back to others. Community
service activities will include; the local food pantry, senior
center, and others. The youth mission week will take
place from 19 -23 June from 12:00pm – 5:00 pm daily.
It is open to all Gatesville area youth that have completed
the 5th Grade through this year’s graduates. Lunch will be
provided and the week will culminate at the Gatesville
City Pool with a pool party on Friday. The cost is $20
and includes a t-shirt. Please sign up in the church office
by 05 June.

JUNE 2017
Youth Group Moves to Sunday
Now that school is out and Wednesday
Word is over until September, the youth
group will meet on Sunday Evenings from
5:30 – 7:30. The format will be a little different each week. There may be a lesson;
there may be an activity; or there may be a
mission type project. Look for weekly text
messages for the latest news. On June 4,
we will start at the church for a quick lesson
on prayer followed by pizza at Studebakers.
Be Safe,
Pastor Gene

LYDIA PATTERSON INSTITUTE CAPITAL
CAMPAIGN
Known affectionately as La Lydia, this Methodist run school in El Paso is one of the few
joint ministries served by the conferences of
the South Central Jurisdiction. La Lydia
helps prepare students from Mexico and the
U.S. for the plans God has made for them.
Over 90% of the students not only graduate
but receive college scholarships. Many of
them are enrolled in Methodist universities
as they prepare to enter ministry.
La Lydia is growing and needs new and renovated classrooms along with the technology to bring the school into the
21st century. To help them accomplish this, our conference has committed
to raising $300,000 over the next three years. This is another opportunity
for FUMC Gatesville to engage in mission. At the next Church Council
meeting, we will watch a presentation and consider a proposal to make a
three year commitment to support LPI. Please consider making a donation
now.

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu
1

8

Fri

Sat

2

3

6:30 AA

Room

9

10

4

5

6

7

8:30 Worship
9:30 SS
10:30 Worship
4:00 Oaks

6:30 AA

5:30 United
Methodist
Women

6:00 Prayer and
Bible Study
6:30 CAFÉ to
Waco Arboretum
6:30 AA

11

12

13

14

15

16

8:30 Worship
9:30 SS
10:30 Worship

6:30 AA

6:00 Prayer and
Bible Study
6:30 AA

6:30 C A F E
Game Night @ DQ

6:00 Honoring
Fathers
Banquet
6:30 AA

6:30 AA

17

CTC ANNUAL CONFERENCE– MANSFIELD, TX

18

19

20

21

22

23

Father’s Day
8:30 Worship
9:30 SS
10:30 Worship

Summer
Mission Camp
6:30 AA

Summer
Mission Camp

Summer
Mission Camp
6:00 Prayer and
Bible Study
6:30 AA

Summer
Mission Camp

Summer
Mission Camp
6:30 AA

25

26

27

28

29

30

8:30 Worship
9:30 SS
10:30 Worship

6:30 AA
5:15-7:30 VBS

5:15-7:30 VBS

6:30 AA
5:15-7:30 VBS

Wedding
Rehearsal
5:15-7:30 VBS

Wedding
6:30 AA
5:15-7:30 VBS
Swim Party

24

